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 Program 
Saturday, March 1, 2008
　 9:30 - 10:00
　　　　Registration
　 10:00 - 12:00
　　　　Keynote Speeches:
    　　　　Jun Furuya, University of Tokyo
　　　　　　　　――The ReAS Project: Its Significance in American Studies Today

            Tiziano Bonazzi, University of Bologna
　　　　　　　　――The American Empire: A Historical Perspective from the Old World
　 12:30 - 14:00
　　　　Lunch

　 14:00 - 16:00
　　　　SESSION I: American Nationalism: History
        Chair: Yuko Matsumoto, Chuo University
　　　　　　Michael Zuckerman, University of Pennsylvania
　　　　　　　　――Origins of American Nationalism
　　　　　　Dorothy Sue Cobble, Rutgers University
　　　　　　　　――US Labor Women's Internationalisms
            David Farber, Temple University

　　　　　　　　――Baptism by Blood: American Nationalism and the Sixties Generation
　 16:15 - 18:00
　　　　SESSION II: American Nationalism: Structure
        Chair: Anri Morimoto, International Christian University
　　　　　　Maurizio Vaudagna, University of Eastern Piedmont
　　　　　　　　――Nationalism, Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism: American
                    Controversies After 9/11
　　　　　　Desmond King, Oxford University
　　　　　　　　――Nationalism and Diversity in Post-Multicultural America
            Ken Ruoff, University of Portland
　　　　　　　　――Postwar Nationalisms in Japan and the United States
　 18:30 - 20:30

　　　　Reception Party at Sheriff Canon
Sunday, March 2, 2008
　 8:45 - 9:00
　　　　Registration
　 9:00 – 12:00
　　　　SESSION III: American Empire in Historical and Comparative Perspectives
        Chair: Fumiko Nishizaki, Seikei University
　　　　　　Sven Beckert, Harvard University
　　　　　　　　――The United States in the World: A Nineteenth-Century Perspective
　　　　　　Reynaldo C. Ileto, National University of Singapore
　　　　　　　　――The Changing Meanings of American Empire: Experience and Memory across Two Generations of Filipinos
            Vincent Michelot, Université Lyon II

　　　　　　　　――Judicial Nationalism or Imperialism in the US Supreme Court? The Debate over the Incorporation of Foreign Law and Doctrines in Comparative Perspective
             Alan Dawley, The College of New Jersey

　　　　　　　　――Empire out of Time: Messianic Americanism in World
                    Perspective
 The Framework of the Symposium 

When the ReAS project was launched in the fall of 2003, I defined its principal purpose as "to internationalize American studies [particularly in Japan] by adopting truly comparative perspectives."  My motivation at that time had several dimensions.


First, I was critical of the state of American studies in Japan, which seemed confined to the diplomatic relationship between Japan and the United States.  Reflecting this strong binary relationship, Japanese Americanists tended to concentrate their main academic interests and efforts on emulating their American colleagues. As a result there were very few if any attempts by Japanese Americanists to hear other voices of American studies in different regions and countries.  


Second, the international situation was radically changed by the 9/11 incident and particularly by the war in Iraq.  With the growing impact of American power and ideas in this situation, such a narrow view hindered Japanese Americanists from attaining a relevant view of the meaning of America in the world today.


Third, when I started this project, I was under the strong influence of an international group of historians and Americanists that was keenly aware of the necessity of internationalizing American history.  Particularly impressive were the projects led by Thomas Bender, David Thelen, and Rob Kroes.  I tried to continue their efforts by adding a Japanese or Asian point of view.  


The ReAS project has questioned American power.  This project has had two focal points: American nationalism and American empire.  In this concluding symposium we aim to understand better these two main secrets of American power from within and without by incorporating the foregoing discussions in the previous meetings and adding some new illuminating points of view.
Jun Furuya, Head Coordinator, Professor, Universityof Tokyo
